Chapter 2: Population and Scarcity

Test bank

Multiple Choice

1. The IPAT equation explains environmental impact as a function of

a. population, affluence, and technology.

b. production, affluence, and tradition.

c. population, affordability, and territory.

2. Which theorist stated the following:  “The Poor Laws of England tend to depress the general condition of the poor… they may be said, therefore, to create the poor which they maintain.”

a. Thomas Malthus

b. Paul Ehrlich

c. Barry Commoner

d. Esther Boserup

3. Stage I in the demographic transition model describes a situation in which 

a. birth rates are high and death rates are high.

b. birth rates are high and death rates are low.

c. fertility rates are low.

4. Neo-Malthusians view _______ as the main limit of population growth.

a. scarce resources

b. women’s empowerment

c. technology

5. _______ argued that technology leads to greater environmental impact than population.

a. Esther Boserup

b. Paul Ehrlich

c. Barry Commoner

6. The area of the earth’s surface that would be required to support a population based on the number of resources needed to sustain a particular lifestyle is known as _______.
a. a carrying capacity

b. an ecological footprint

c. an environmental Kuznets curve

7. Some critics of the demographic transition model suggest that _______ is the factor that best explains low fertility rates around the world.

a. Level of development

b. High income

c. Women’s empowerment

d. The transition from agricultural to industrial society

8. What did Malthus believe regarding population growth?

a. Food production will stay higher than the needs of the population.

b. Population would outgrow food production.

c. Population and food resources grow at the same rate.

d. Population growth is related to economic development.

True/False

9. Carrying capacity is the maximum number of organisms that a system can sustain.

a. true



b.   false

10. The fertility rate is the average number of children born to a woman during her reproductive years.

a. true



b.   false

11. The demographic transition model shows population growth as a function of resource scarcity.
a. true



b.   false
12. Women’s empowerment is associated with lower total fertility rates.

a. true



b.   false
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Short Essay
1. What are the three population arguments posed by Thomas Malthus?  How does the case of Kerala, India call into question each of these arguments?
2. What are the assumptions behind the I=PAT equation?  What are some challenges to these assumptions?

3. How do cornucopians view population?  Provide an example.  How does a cornucopian perspective differ from a neo-Malthusian perspective?
4. In what ways can development affect the environment?  How does population growth figure in to these processes?

